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THE PECULIAR PEOPLE.

‘“The Lord hath chosen thee to be a peculiar people unto himself.””—Deut. 14:2,
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JUDAEUS SUM; JUDAICI NIHIL A ME ALIENUM PUTO.

ACCORDING to rabbinical opinion the Bible waslikened
to water, the Mishna, or oral law, to wine, and the Tal-
mudic commentary on the Mishna to spiced wine!. There
are also other passages in the Talmud which indicate a
belief in the superiority of the traditional teaching of the
rabbis to the written Word of Scripture. This indicated
superiority was not in the first instance a superiority
which might he called essential, for the greatest reverence
was maintained toward the Law of God in His written
Word; it was rather a superiority for the purposes of
teaching or study, for ascertaining the true teaching of
God in His written Word. But this expressed opinion
and the whole tendency of rabbinical tradition naturally
produced in the course of time the feeling on the part of
the people as a whole that the traditions of the Fathers
were superior to the Word of Scripture. In this there is
an exact analogy in the teaching of the ‘‘ Church,” viewed
as the only legitimate expositor of the Word of God.

AN illustration of this feeling among the people at the
present day may be found in the fact that not long since a
missionary was talking with a thoughtful Jew, who made
a remark which showed that he placed the Talmud above

1 Sopherim 15.
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the Bible. The question was as to the meaning of a cer-
tain passage of Scripture, whose teaching was plajnly
contrary to Talmudic theology, and the young man said
that he must, before essaying an opinion, see how it
might be possible to reconcile the Scripture in question
with the Talmud. ‘‘Then you place the Talmud above
the Word of God, do you?’’ asked the Christian. *‘ Well,”’
said the Jew,*'it is much more important that one should
know the correct interpretation of the Bible than that he
should himself form an opinion about it from his own
thoughts. In the latter way he may often fall into great
error. Everyvthing depends upon knowing the correct in-
terpretation, and I feel that I can trust the Talmud.”
When it was suggested that the Talmud was written by
fallible men, the reply was, **So were the Scriptures.”
When it was maintained that the writers of the Bible
were kept from error, it was said, ‘‘ So were our righteous
Fathers who wrote the Talmud.” In short it was clear
that whatever inspiration was affirmed of Scripture the
-same was believed to be true in regard to the Talmud.
And this is most logical. If we are to be absolutely
guarded from error in theinterpretation of inspired Script-
ure there must be somewhere an infallible interpreter of
that inspired Scripture. But is it not possible to misunder-
stand even the infallible utterance of the interpreter? We
are thus led to an infinite series. But through the ages
the principal difficulties were raised again and again.
The Mishna made clear the Scripture and the Gemara
made clear the Mishna, and as the series was prolonged
a nearer and ever nearer approximation to truth was
conceived to have been reached. Therefore the farther
one progressed the better, and so the Bible was like
water, the Mishna, which was better, was like wine, and
the Gemara was like spiced wine.

As THE believers in Jewish tradition argued, so have
argued the believers in Christian tradition. Of what use,
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they ask, is it to have an inspired Bible, if we have not an
inspired interpreter of that Bible? It is a standing re-
proach to the Bible that one may get from it what doc-
trine he pleases, and the different sects of Christianity are
pointed out as the result of this principle. This inspired
interpreter we are said to have in the voice of the
*Church.” But if the inspired Word is good, the inspired
interpreter is better; and farther, if we have the inspired
explanation, why trouble about the Word? In the inter-
pretation we have it all. Therefore the teaching of the
Church is above the Bible. But it is not always seen that
even here we must have after all an infinite series. Differ-
ences arise even in the infallible Church, and one has to
judge, at least in minor matters, between different infalli-
ble opinions. So after all, if we have an inspired guaran-
tee of truth it must be that every individual is in the last
instance inspired. Let the Church learn a lesson from
Jewish tradition. Some of us are learning in these later
days that water is better than wine after all. Anyhow
it is safer. Just so it is with the Bible. Experience has
proven that it is safer to leave the Bible in the hands of
every man to read it and judge for himself, guided by the
Spirit of truth who enlightens every willing and sincere
mind in some measure, than it is to compel him to sub-
ject his reason to any supposed infallible interpreter, .
whether it be the princes ot Talmudic exegesis or of eccle-
siastical dominion. The approximation to truth in the
wider Church of Christ when the individual mind is the
interpreter is greater, even though the system of faith be
not so logically consistent, and the errors which harm
the whole body of Christ are not so pernicious as when
the precepts of any men are placed either directly or by
logical inference above the revealed Word of God. Rab-
binism has been a most powerful system in the past and
has been thought by many to be identical with Judaism
itself; but the day of Rabbinismis past. Ecclesiasticism
is for similar reasons a most mighty system to-day, and
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some fancy that it is Christianity itself, and thosewho see
its error dare not raise their hand againstitinallitsforms
lest they should be found laying violent hands on the
truth of God. But Ecclesiasticism will one day have
passed the zenith of its influence. He who said to the
Rabbinical teachers of His day, ‘‘ Thus have ye made the
commandment of God of none effect by your tradition,”
says the same to His recreant Church to-day. He pro-
nounced the doom of both Rabbinism and Ecclesiasticism
when He said, ¢ Heaven and earth shall pass away; but
my words shall not pass away.” Which shall endure, the
Word of God through His servant Moses or the interpre-
tation put upon these words by the sages of Judaism,
however worthy? Which shall endure, the Word of God
through His Son Jesus, Himself the Word, the Revelation
of the Living God to men, or the interpretation put upon
these words by ecclesiastics, however exalted? Let us
learn the lesson well.

THE TALMUD.
BY THE REV. W. C. DALAND, D. D.
(Continued from page 159.)
THE IDEA OF THE TALMUD.

The fundamental idea of the Talmud is that of Tra-
dition. The word itselt means ‘‘ teaching,” especially the
teaching of the Law. The Talmud rests upon the belief,
which has prevailed for ages among the Jews, that on
Mount Sinai in addition to the Written Law,embodied in
the Pentateuch, another or Oral Law! was given from
God to Moses. This Oral Law, which was to supplement
or explain the Written Law, was supposed to have been

1 Known as the 11D Sp:w 790, the ““law which is upon the mouth.””
Over against thi§ the Pentateuchal Law is known asthe 3n22% 77N, the
“law which is in writing.” The Oral Law is also commonly knoWwn
as the‘ on nwrz‘7 7991, the “rule (given) tu Moses on Sinai.”’ This latter
term is perha'ps more frequently used to designate a separate precept of the
Oral Law. Thus it is often said of such and such a precept that itis a
I on :‘W-"JL) ﬂ;ﬁﬂ. by which is meant that it is a law given to Moses on
Sinai, although it may not be found in the Scripture, but 1s in this Oral Law.
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‘repeated by Moses to Joshua, and by him to the elders of]
Israel, and then to have been handed down by them to
their successors, and so on till the time of Ezra, when it
became the possession of the so-called ‘“ Men of the Great
Synagogue.””! Of this supposed college of teachers Haggai
the Prophet (B. C. 520) was considered the. first and
Simon the Just (B. C. 800) the last. From the timeof the
latter the Oral Law was handed down by a succession of
learned men, whose names in order are preserved by the
Talmud itself.? In this succession was the great Rabbi
Hillel, who lived at the timeof our Lord. It has even been
suggested, not without reason, that he may have been
the master from whom Jesus received His instruction in
the Written and Oral Law. He is said to have classified
the whole of the Oral Law into the six sections called
Sedarim® into which the Talmud is divided. From the
days of Hillel the traditional text of the Oral Law is sup-
posed to have remained fixed and unaltered and at length
to have been committed to writing by Rabbi Jehudah
Hannasi,* sometimes called Rabbi Judah the Holy,? (A.
D.191). Itis thought that the reason for committing it
to writing was the fear that the days might come when
the Rabbinical schools would be destroyed and thus the
venerable tradition perish from memory.

onb oapn D’!PI‘? ywram r\wn"v TTDMY DB AN '72,3 e 1

‘** Moses received the law from Sinai .nh‘l:ﬂ rod swskh mmon oA
and delivered itto Joshua, and Joshua delivered it to the Elders, and the Elders
to the Prophets, and the Prophetsdelivered ittothe Men of the Great Syna-
gogue.” Abolh 1, 1. How far this body of wise men had a real existance isa mat-
ter of question. Tradition connects the name of Ezra with a body of scribes and
learned men, and it may well have been that the impetus given by Ezra and
the study of the Scripture in his day led to a more careful preservation of oral
and written traditions.

2 Aboth 1, 1-12, etc.

3 DD meaning ‘‘orders,” or ‘‘arrangements.”’ These six orders into
which the Talmud is divided bear names indicative of the principal matters
treated ot in the same. From this the Talmud is sometimes called by the pet
name of D//® (Shas,) an abbreviation of (F3WM) D R1Y, ** The six orders
of the Mishna.”

4 Meaning, ‘‘ Rabbi Judah the Prince.”
5 Also wpi 13'37,  Onr holy Rabbi.” or simply ‘‘ Rabbi."”
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This compxlatlon said to have been made by Rabbi®
Jehudah Hannasi, is known as the Mishna, or * repeti-
tion” of the Law. This Mishna is the basis of the two
great bodies of teaching known as the Talmud. There
are two Talmuds. One, the so-called ¢ Jerusalem Tal-
mud,” grew up in Palestine and consists of all the notes,
comments, discussions, illustrations and expositions of
the Mishna by the most renowned Jewish teachers. This
was essentially arranged by Rabbi Jochanan of Tiberias in
the fourth century, though doubtless it was not com-
pleted by him. The other, the ‘“ Babylonian Talmud,”
grew up in the far East, principally in the famous Jewish
school of Sura in Babylonia. This is muchlarger and more
comprehensive than the Palestine Talmud, though both
consist of expositions and elucidations of the same Mish-
na. RabbiAsshi bar Simai' is said to have been the origi-
nal compiler of this great work, which was brought
nearer completion by his successors, Rabbi Abino? and
Rabbi Jossi, about A.D. 500, although it was not finished
even then. To the comments and explanations of the
Mishna the name‘‘ Gemara '’ is given, which means ‘ com-
plement,” or ‘“‘completion.” It is the contents of the
Gemaras, and particularly of the Babylonian Gemara,
which are generally meant by the term Talmud, though
the word is commonly applied to the whole, mcludmg the
Mishna and both Gemaras.

It will now be seen that the prevailing idea is that
of tradition, according to which the Mishna of Rabbi Jehu-
dah is supposed to be linked by an unbroken chain to the
Oral Law given to Moses on Mount Sinai. In the
Gemaras, too, the idea of tradition prevails, and the
words of the rabbis are constantly cited as teaching in
the name of some earlier rabbi, their master.?

1 Often callcd ‘ Rab,"” instead of ‘‘ Rabbi,’’ the latter being only in use in
Palestine.

2 Known as ‘‘ Rabbina.”

3 One constantly finds passages beginning thus: 99 ﬁw"')s ‘5N XN
‘“It is taught that Rabbi Eliezer said,” ete. (Berachoth fol. 3a,) or
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Now it is more than probable that as early as the
days of Moses, and even earlier, there existed traditions,
family chronicles and histories, as well as poetical frag-
ments celebrating memorable events. It is likely that
these were handed down from generation to generation.
Some of them may also have been preserved in writing.
We know that writings existed in these early times.! It
is probable also that there existed laws and regulations
explanatory of the enactments written in the Mosaic
Law. Itis almost certain that many decisions and com-
ments on the laws were made by the Eldersof Israel. We
know that cases came to them for settlement®. No doubt
many of their decisions were preserved with care and
handed down to serve as precedents, receiving in due time
the reverence due to antiquity and to the words of those
who lived in the time of Moses.

There is also no doubt that quite early these tra-
ditions assumed a position of authority,and in the course
of time there were those who maintained that the written
Law could not be understood without the aid of tra-
dition. This would seem to be indicated by Prov. 30:5
and 6 as well as by Isa. 29:13. Some such body of tra-
ditional laws it must have been which served as the be-
ginning of those sayings of the wise men of the Hebrew race
which were afterwards spoken of as coming from Moses and
which were eventually crystallized into the Mishna.

These sayings were no doubt greatly elahorated dnr-
ing the period of time from the Captivity to the birth of
Christ. The tradition of the ‘“ Men ot the Great Syna-
gogue’’ and the known series of teachers from Simon the
Just down to Hillel and Shammai would indicate this.
There was ample opportunity during these five hundred

297 TPRWH NN 93 N7 MRY ‘A nd Rabba Bar Chanina said in the
name of Rab,’’ etc. (Berachoth fol. 12a.)

dl For example, the '* Book of the Wars of Jahveh,” cited in Num. 21 : 14
and 15.

2 See Ex. 18: 25 and 26.
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years for the growth of a vast body of tradition. For
two hundred years the Jews were under Persian dominion
and for one hundred and fifty years they were governed
by Greek rulers. Then for the space of one hundred years
they were practically independent under the Asmonean
kings, while during the half century that preceded the
birth of Christ they were under Roman rule. ;
Whatever may have been their original source, it is
certain that during this period of time the traditional
laws which form the basis of the Talmud were gathered to-
gether, amplified and arranged, and gradually became the
guide to the life of the people. Oppressed from without
and inspired with the glowing ideals of their ancient
Scripture and their traditional laws and histories, the
Jewish people during these centuries pursued the study of
what they understood to be the Law of their God with
the same energy and spirit with which other nations fol-
lowed the arts of peace and the fortunes of war. It was
deemed the highest occupation of a man, even that for
which he was created.! But this study was not eminent-
ly practical nor did it result in the advancement of pure
religion. The authority of the rabbis was reverenced un-
duly and their sayings were more highly esteemed than
the Scripture itself, at least for the purpose of study and
the knowledge of the Divine will.2 It is to such teachings

71272 D033 A3 ALY 8390 WA A3 W 7 (‘7‘7-‘!) (3t i |
oWl "3 ,"7:: nTH O DMRY AW NN A ONER A, SaRT
SV DY A3 AN A L DERD N
‘“ He (Hillel) used to say, He that increases his flesh increases (food for)
worms; he that increases his riches increases his care; he that multiplies his
female servants increases lewdness; he that multiplyeth his men servants in-
creases robbery; he that multiplies his wives increases witchcraft; he that in-
creases (his study ot) the law increases his life, etc.”” Aboth 2, 7.
ey okomw R ’W ozem Shan bop oo prv s
Banks> Ny b=l b ,1':5‘!?'7 Y- Bvitaiairt Bt uia s wi's]
‘* Rabbi Jochanan ben Zaccai received (the law) from Hilleland Shammai.
He used to say, If thou hast done much (study of the) law yet pride not thy-
self therein, for it was for just that thou wast created.” Aboth 2, 8.
=4 mhy ;“7&131 ATH AR ATH RTPB2 PPowR YN 2
AR AT ATE TR PR R
‘‘ The Rabbis teach that those who study in the Scripture perform an act
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as this our Lord referred when He mourned sadly over
the traditions of the Elders. Matt. 15: 1-9, Mark 7: 1-
13. A body of teaching which arose in this way is doubt-
less the basis of the Mishna as we have it to-day, which
is in turn the basis of the two great Talmuds of the East
and West, containing also the comments and reflections
of the later rabbis.

Now this vast monument of human teaching and in-
dustry, the result of centuries of growth, is by no means
unworthy of study and cannot be without interest.
Though from the Christian point of view the spirit of the
Talmud must be thought of as one which led the people
further and further from the truth, it is nevertheless a
stupid error to condemn the Talmud as useless. It is rich
in curious illustrations and in sublime precepts of moral-
ity. Itis one of the best means of arriving at a knowl-
edge and a proper appreciation of the thoughts and
feelings and the whole inner life of the wonderful peaple
to whom it owes.its origin.

It is hardly needed to be stated that theorthodox Jew-
ish view, according to which the basis of the Talmud is a
veritable body of law actually given of God to Moses and
handed down orally from generation to generation,is afalse
one. While once it was the well nigh universal opinion
among Jews, it is now held only by the strictly orthodox.

The opinion of many modern Jewsis quitedifferent from
this. The supernatural origin of the Talmud is rejected
by them as a superstition, and many parts of its teach-
ings are at once set aside as puerile and idle tales; yet its
ethical doctrines, especially certain sublime and lofty
principles of morality, are by these modern Jews admired
and lauded beyond measure. It is a fond thought of

of doubtful value; those who study in the Mishna receive a reward for it; but
there is no meritorious deed greater than the study of the Gemara.”” Baba
Melsia fol. 33, col.v .

STV DY LMD WY DM RIPED Ahwmy vk
‘‘ They say that the Scripture is to be compared to water, the Mishna to

wine, and the ‘Shas’ (by which is meant here the Gemara) to spiced wine.”’
Sopherim 15, Halachah 7.



178 THE PECULIAR PEOPLE.

many of these that these teachings of the Talmud are
superior to those of Christianity, while some regard the
Talmud as thesource of what they deem good in the Chris-
tian religion. This is certainly not true.

On the other hand not a few ignorant and prejudiced
persons fancy that the Talmud is full of all sorts of evil.
Knowing nothing of it except what little they have
heard of the worst side of its contents, they make
use of its supposedevil teachingsas an argument to prove
all manner of absurd allegations against the Jews. Of
course many things are taught in the Talmud which are
the product of an age of bigotry and superstition, and
which if literally carried out to-day would not be toler-
ated anywhere. Some of these are merely allegorical sym-
bols, while others even if literal could never prevail in an
enlightened society. Itis ridiculous to fear the Talmud
as a source of danger. .

. A superficial view of the Talmud among ordinary peo-
ple, not Jews, who are uninformed is that it is a mere col-
lection of fables and fancies, legends and tales, casuistical
comments on obsolete laws and antiquated customsof no
value to anybody. This is only partly true.

Now it is natural that in a work comprising the opin-
ions of the religious teachers of a people highly imagina-
tive and given to subtile refinements of reasoning during
centuries of oppressionandin ages of ignorance and super-
stition there should be found much that seems puerile and
unworthy of serious attention from us to-day; yet never-
theless the true view of the Talmud is as it has already
been indicated; namely, that it is of incalculable value to
the student, the historian and the antiquary, and above
all to the student of the Bible, both Old and New Testa-
ments, and to all who would understand the history and

religion of the people of Israel.
(To be Continued. )

NoT unless it is true.is anything beautiful.—Praeco
Latinus.
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THE SECOND ZIONIST CONGRESS AT BASLE.

This took place on August 26, and succeeding days,
and was even more largely attended than last year. By
it Zionism is shown to have made substantial gains. We
present our readers, entire, the opening address by Dr.
Theodore Herzl, the leader of the movement, someextracts
from the address of Dr. Max Nordau and an account of
the colonial bank project, the most important transaction
of the Congress. Following is the speech of Dr. Herzl:

Honored Members of the Congress :—To-day we meet
again in Basle because we found no better place and be-
cause a tie of obligation binds us to this town, where our
former homeless movement could give expression to all
the aspirations and complaints of oppressed humanity.
This new Jewish movement appeared at first to the world
as strange, and inconceivable to many. Some regarded
it as a spectre of past times. The Jewish nation was
dead and had disappeared. But we had a dark experi-
ence before we were conscious that it was not true: For
death is the end of all suffering; how is it then that we
suffer? The maxim of the philosopher is thus reversed:
“1 suffer as I exist,)” and gradually from wing
to wing this knowledge took firmer form, until
the popular self- consciousness completely existed,
though not accepted as common property endowed
with a strong capacity for development. And surely
it penetrated farther, taking hold of heads and
hearts, recruiting old and young, and the first Zion-
ist Congress was already a manifestation of the return
to life of the popular consciousness. But there were
some serious considerations against the convening of
such a gathering of citizens of various lands. Will not
our enemies make the accusation that we intend to
create an international conspiracy against our fellow-citi-
zens? Will our position in all countries not be made
worse? Against this we have from the very beginning
protested as explicitly as possible. We have explained
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and proved byevery oneof our actions that we are not an
international association but we wish aninternational dis.
cussion. This may be repeated again and again. We
have nothing to do with any conspiracy, with secret in-
ternational bodies; what we desire is an open discussion
of our present and our future controlled by public opin-
ion. There must have been the ring of truth in our
words, which has brought about general participation
even among those who up till now were indifferent or un-
friendly toward the Jews. Every honest nation which
does not hide itself behind strange masks, has a natural
right to the esteem and tolerance of other nations, if it
does not threaten .them. Let us not forget, even in the
days of dark anti-Semitism, that a great-minded epoch
has gone before in which all cultured people gave us
equality of rights. The will undoubtedly was a good one,
but the result was certainly inefficient. Whose fault was
it—ours or theirs? Probably both, or perhaps the fault
lay in those circumstances of yore, which could not be re-
moved by laws and regulations. The laws were more
friendly than the habits of the people, and we lived to see
the rebound of this colossal feeling of repentance among
the nations which have admitted us into their midst. But
out of the emancipation which could not be revoked, and
of the anti-Semitism which could not be denied, resulted
new and grand consequences. The historical sense of
emancipation could not be that we should discontinue be-
ing Jews, we having been repelled just at the time when
we wished to amalgamate with others. The historical
sense of emancipation was bound to be that we should
create a home for our liberated nationality. This wecould
not accomplish before; we can do it now, if we act with
a will. It does not suffice that w e feel and recognize our-
selves as a nation; after national consciousness national
will must awaken. On this point there are but very few
difficulties. Difficulties arose in other quarters; we en-
countered them among the people who abhor all changes,
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and especially among a few ‘ Protest Rabbis.” It will al-
ways be one of the greatest curiosities that those Rabbis
at one and the same time pray for Zion and make a stand
against it. This contradiction may be explained by their
uncertainty whether their communities are in accord with
the new movement. Still, an ideal like ours cannot al
ways depend on the understanding of leaders of culture
and on the considerations of usefulness of the Rabbis.
Nearly everywhere the vast masses are for us. These
form and maintain the community; therefore, they must
be reckoned with. We have avoided emphasizing the an-
tagonism between leaders and flocks out of brotherly con-
sideration. But it is time to alter our attitude. It
cannot continue much longer that in enlightened Jewish
communities an agitation should be carried on against
Zion. Itis a situation which is impossible and contrary
to common sense. We must once for all put an end to it.
In all places where the official heads of the community are
not with us, an election must be started against them.
Men-who are worthy, and are capable of occupying com-
munal posts, and are in accord with us, must be put into
office in the name of the National Idea. The authorities
of the communities, the means of which they dispose, and
the paid officials must not be employed to work against
the National Idea. There I believe I am expressing your
views if I place among our future aims the conquest of
communities. It is also loyal and legal that the national
will must find expression, not alone once a year
at a congress in which we are assembled, but
every day and in every place where Jews dwell. It
is not sufficient for us to know to what extent
the Zionistic idea has impressed itself upon us; the
fact must also be made evident. The ballot paper is the
most convenient means for attaining this end. Outside
Judaism we have already acquired considerable sympa-
thy, but there are some who find objections even in the
success we have achieved irr this direction. The same
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people who reproach us that Zionism creates new bar-
riers between mankind, find fault with us for aspiring to
the friendship of Christian Zionists. But for us it is not
only a mere question of opportunism when we press the
hand so cordially stretched forth to us. It testifies above
all that Zionism possesses a power for reconciliation.
Thoughts, free from hatred, fortify themselves on this
soil. We hold firm to our Judaism; but nevertheless we
gain noble and unselfish friends. Is this so objection-
able? We, who are supposed to create new differences,
are bringing humanity nearer to each other. We do not
act thus artificially ; we show ourselves exactly as we are.
We simply speak the truth. And to tell the truth we need
such friends. The work which is before us we desire to
accomplish from within, but good-will must surround us,
otherwise we cannot succeed. And how do we merit this
good-will? Simply by the fact that we try to solve a ques-
tion which cannot be settled without our co-operation;
for the Jewish question troubles many States; here and
there, now in the South, now in the North, Jew hatred
bursts forth; no country, however much it may be sit-
uated in the West, but it harbors this Judenhetze; no
semi-civilization has been so retarded as not to know the
newest forms and the watchwords of persecution. The
mob rushes suddenly through the streets, and by the light
of the flames they destroy the property of the Jews, and
sometimes the owner himself. But the worst is neither
the shedding of blood nor the desolation of homes, nor
the insults—these disturbances are working havoc on the
ill-treated soul of our nation. They constantly undermine
the sense of right and of honor; they transform our peo-
ple into enemies of a step-motherly society, in which such
conditions can prevail. Let us not wonder when the most
proletarian among proletarians, the most desperate of all
mankind, are to be met with among all revolutionary par-
ties. This is a situation which we must endeavor to im-
prove. It may be expected of far-seeing statesmen that
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they recognize the social danger whichis to be found in
the unsolved Jew Question. It is usually said that the
Jews are an element of decomposition. Here and there
one swerves from wrong to wrong; but as we wish to
make the Jews a constructive element, so in all logic
we should be supported by those who do not wish that
the Jews should destroy everything. We are ready to
bring about the reconstruction ot Judaism; we haveevery-
thing in abundance—men, material, and plans. What
we require is the soil. Certainly, the soil which we need
is of a peculiar kind. No spot is so coveted as this; it
has been so eagerly sought after by the various peoples
that between them all it has withered. We believe, how-
ever, that these desolated corners of the Orient have not,
only a past but also a future, like ourselves. From this
soil, on, which so very little grows at the present day,
ideas for all mankind have been produced. No one will
deny that there is an unbreakable connection hetween our
people and this land. If there be such a thing as a claim
to a part of the earth, all peoples who believe in the Bible
must recognize the right of the Jews to Palestine, and
theycan do so withoutenvy and without fear, for the Jews
are not a political power, and will never be one. What
will happen if one of the political powers should seize
Palestine? That is altogether a different question. This
country is not only the home of the highest ideas, not
only the home of an unhappy people; it is, by its geo-
graphical position of great importance to all Enrope.
This country will in a short time, become a route for civ-
ilization and commerce to Asia. Asia is the diplomatic
problem of the next decade, and we may, perhaps, with all
modesty, remind the world that we Zionists, who are
looked upon as impracticable, have anticipated this com-
ing development of European thirst for conquest. We
can already see how things are going. One Power
watches the action of another, and as the most modern
Prince of the inhabited globe is shortly about to under-
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take a journey to the Holy Land, one notices in the com-
ments of the various countries a fear of some possible evil.
This country can and will never hecome the possession
of one power only, for it is the land which is the most
guarded. Itis protected not only by its present owner,
but by everybody else. Will it always remain so? This
would be regretable for everybody, for in such case it
would not become the road to civilization. The Turkish
Empire has lately proved its prowessinbattle. The Turks
have the best qualities—they are brave, generous, ready
to make sacrifices—except the ome quality necessary for
the civilizing and industrial development of a country.
On this account the accomplishment of the desired end
would be effected by the blending of the Jews and the
Turks. Itis, therefore, our task, at which we constantly
work, to bring about the conditions for such an under-
standing. We can say that the Turkish Government is
well aware of the loyalty of our endeavors. We do not
wish to smuggle any immigrants, and we do not intend to
create a stateof affairs without previous consent. In fact,
it would not be to ourinteresteconomically to strengthen
Turkey were we not to receive some equivalent. The
whole matter must be treated in accordance with the
usual practice of the world, which isdo ut des. The ques-
tion is only: What is to be done in the future? Already
at the first Congress we recognized the necessity to create
for the objects of our movement a financial instrument,
that is the Colonial Bank. It is very characteristic that
our Jewish opponents are not inclined to think us capable
of accomplishing this task. But in our ranks there are
not only artists, philosophers, savants, journalists, law-
vers, medical men, and engineers; we have also a consid-
erable number of bankers, who have been recruited in all
countries. For the first time doubts have been raised
whether Jews are capable of creating a bank, but skeptics
have erred. The Jewish Bank will shortly be called into
being. According to the results of the Bank Conference
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we are justified in assuming that the Jewish Colonial
Bank will begin its activity during the present year. But
I will not anticipate the report of the practical men who
have been deputed to carry out this work. There are
other reports to be submitted to you. In all of them you
will recognize that the year has not been allowed to pass
away fruitlessly, and that we are patientlystriving to at-
tain our end. Even outside this hall it will be apparent
that we do not indulge in empty dreams, that we do not
aspire to unjustifiable aims. What we do aspire to is an
industrial existence for our poor people, as we anticipate
their moral and material elevation only by means of lahor,
. the security of which is legally guaranteed. Therefore, in
the first instance we have undertaken to gather our na-
tion together under-an ideal. The antagonistic views held
by our Jewish opponents do not enter into the minds of
other nations, and in this free town which received us in
so friendly a manner we have had the first proof. The
day before yesterday, on St. Jacob’s Day, the various
bodies on returning from the fete passed our Congress
House. One of our honored lady members greeted the
cortege, and this was the signal for a manifestation which
will never be forgotten. From the street there arose a
shout, ‘*“Long live the Jews.” A good many of us must
have had our eyes filled with tears of joy. One can lose
his composure at such a moment, especially among peo-
ple who are accustomed to all kinds of oppression. Is
this friendly cry from Basle the beginning of better times ?
This we cannot know, but we can do our best to become
worthy of such a sentiment. We stood firm in the worst
days; let us be thankful and humble when better times
arrive. How are we to imagine those better days that
are still beyond our range of vision? Are they to be ex-
hausted in the possession of land, increased esteem, undis-
turbed repose? No! Those among us, especially who
to-day throw their own personality into our cause, would
regret having taken one step if we were to acquire a
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new order of things but not at the same time a just one.
Better days for us, yes, but also for the rest, whose pio-
neers we are. For this purpose ive require no higher state
of culture than the present; what we need is to employ
for the benefit of humanity the means of culture avail-
able. And we believe our people will understand; it has
passed through so many schools, it has passed through
so many nations; it suffered among them all, but it wit-
nesssed their suffering, too. The assembly of men of va-
rious degrees of culture seems to us a vision of better
times; like this city, a common citizenship which is not
limited to one language; a constant attempt to conquer
misery by common co-operation. All the efforts at as-
similation, the ill-success of which is the cause of our meet-
ing this power of adaptability, will ultimately serve us
as a blessing. The activity of the Germans, the graceful
mobility of the Latin race, the patience of the Slavs have
not passed us without leaving some traces behind. Can
one see what we aim ‘at?—Jewish artists, philosophers,
savants from all countries, united on the common ground
of labor and in a tolerant society. Yes we aspire to our
old land, but in that old land we only seek the rejuvena-
tion of the Jewish spirit.

So far the address of Dr. Herzl. In Max Nordau’s
address the latter reviewed the condition of the Jews
throughout the world. We give his review of their con-
dition in England and the concluding paragraphs of the
address:

* France is not the only country of liberty and enlight-
enment where Jew hatred has manifested itself in broad
daylight. In England, which last year I warmly praised,
the sanction of the House of Lords has already been ob-
tained to a measure ostensibly for the exclusion of pauper
aliens from the country. ‘Pauper aliens’is the honor-
able subterfuge for the word Jew, which English states-
men out of shame as cultured sons of the nineteenth cen-
tury find to be too naked an expression. That England,
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which has always been proud of being a refuge for the
persecuted, the natural home for all the homeless; which
in past ages hospitably admitted Flemish and Hugue-
nots; under Cromwell the Sephardim Jews led by Manas-
seh ben Israel;in the reign of George III., the French
emigrants; at the time of the Holy Alliance Mazzini;
after 1848 fugitives from all European countries—this
sacred asylum for all humanity is to be closed to Jews.
Attempts are made to justify this act of cruelty. The
foreign Jews are said to be a charge on the poor rates,
and to rob the English workman of his bread: Both
these arguments contradict each other. 1f the Jews are
beggars, they cannot take bread out of the mouth of
the English workman. If, on the other hand, they work
so successfully that they do deprive the English work-
man of his bread, then they are not beggars and cannot
be a charge on the rates. It has, however, been shown
that both charges are groundless. The foreign Jews
who land in England are not beggars, but persevering,
industrious laborers, who maintain themselves and fre-
quently live in comparatively good circumstances. Those
among them who need temporary relief, receive this from
their co-religionists, and do not become a burden to the
Christian Englishman, to which they would be entitled
as rate-payers. Not only do thev not rob the English-
man of his bread, but theyintroduce new industries which
formerly were unknown in England, and thus they in-
crease the prosperity of the country. The bill against
pauper alien immigration is therefore nothing else than a
symptom of disguised anti-Semitism:

**Such is the state of affairs. In the landsof the East,
which are only just emerging from bharbarism, the Jews
are hated and persecuted, without any extenuation being
offered; in the countries of the West which stand at the
head of civilization, the Jews are persecuted on hypo-
critical grounds. In order that we may not be accused
of ingratitude, I will specify the few countries in Europe
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where the Jews have nothing to complain of: Holland,
Belgium, Italv, in the Scandinavian States, and above all
in this free Switzerland. But these states, happy islands
of peace in the ocean of anti-Semitism, do not shelter
altogether 200,000 Jews, and I cannot withold express-
ing the fear that their correct attitude toward the Jews
would be sorely tried if persecuted Jews from other lands
should be driven thither in large numbers.

*“The Jewish opponents of Zionism, to whom we pre-
sent this picture of the worldly condition of the Jews,
do not deny its correctness, but they aver that anti-Sem-
itism is a phenomenon which will soon pass away.
How? You see that anti-Semitism is constantly break-
ing out in new spheres, that it flares up in countries
where for centuries it has heen regarded as extinct, or,
as in North America, where 1t had never before pene-
trated. And then theyv speak of ‘isolated cases.’ They
dare to predict the speedy disappearance of anti-Semit-
ism, though the entire course of Jewish history gives the
lie to their prophecy with the voice of seventy genera-
tions of groaning Jews. Their prediction is nothing less
than a form of fraudulent bankruptcy, for their debt will
not be paid in the present time, and as for the future it
will cost them nothing.

“This picture of the condition of the Jews would be
one-sided and incomplete if it were confined to describ-
ing the attitude of the different nations toward our broth-
ers who live in their midst. Even as important as, in
my opinion still more important than, the position
which the nations assume toward Judaism, is a survey
of the tendency of thought and the aspirations which
prevail within our ranks. The view is not a satisfactory
one, and is enough to rob the raint-hearted of all belief
in our future. The first effect of Zionism on the Jewish
people aroused, in my opinion, memories of certain as-
pects of nature with which they are all familiar. A win-
try country scene has its beauty, with the frozen streams,
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the mantle of snow over the grass. Springtime has a
different kind of beauty. The waters flow and glitter,
the fields smile and new life is everywhere infused. But
let us pass from one picture to the other. The first
effect of the spring sun is that it disturbs the wintry
scene without replacing it immediately by the beauties
of spring. Between the two there is a gap which would
be unbearable were it not for the conviction that it will
give way to fresh beauties. Judaism is passing through
something similar at the present time. Up till nowevery-
thing looked like winter—all was bleak and cold, but the
picture was majestic, the majesty of death. There have
been among us Jews, but much more largely among
Christians, lovers of romantic ideals who found the
poetry of this picture much more intense, who felt that
the uniformity of this-pure covering of snow would be
broken by the sudden appearance of the surface of the
earth. Then came the Zionist like a spring sun, seeing
nothing else far and wide but a morass. But we know
that the spring is near, and that it will altogether replace
the winter. Zionism has awakened Judaism to new life,
“morally through the national ideal, materially through
physical rearing. But Zionism also makes a sharp di-
vision between the living and the dead; only now can we
estimate the fearful devastation which eighteen centuries
of captivity have wrought in our midst.

““For the first time since the struggle of Bar Cochba
does there exist among the Jews an inclination to show
to themselves, and to show to the world, how much vi-
tality they still possess. We must convince ourselves
that much which appeared living, so long as no sign
of life was demanded, was in reality dead. Many Jews
have outwardly abandoned Judaism. This process of
apostasy has not been idle ever since the destruction of
the Second Temple, and has become particularly active
during the past few decades in Western countries. Still
larger is the number of Jews who have not been quite
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certain about their inner lapse from Judaism, although
this lapse had actually taken place. Theyregarded them-
selves and the world looked upon them as Jews, but they
were only Jews from habit and for convenience's sake.
Their Judaism caused them to be persecuted. but partly
they no longer had sufficient sense of honor to endure
their persecution, and partly they regarded themselves
as interesting victims, which is not an unpleasant spirit-
ual condition. In periods of enthusiasm they imagined
themselves to be the models from whom such writers as
Disraeli, George Eliot and Alexandre Dumas the
Younger gained their inspiration. Positive services
their Judaism did not demand of them. They smiled at
the 613 commands and prohibitions of the Shulchan
Aruch, the communal demands did not weigh heavily
upon them, and they only remembered the way to syn-
agogue on the Day of Atonement. Nevertheless, they
deluded themselves into the belief that they were good
Jews, because they loved Heine, believed in Daniel De-
ronda, and left nothing to be desired in their praise of
kugel and schalet. Yet they protested that they were
also Jews (auch Juden). I say they were merely belly-
Jews (bauch Juden).

‘“Rabbis have expunged from the prayer-book what
has become to them a meaningless hope—‘Next year in
Jerusalem!’ Here and there rabbis protested against
Zionism as being against the Jewish religion. A Jewish
historian, whom I highly esteem, writes a history of the
Jews in 1897, and mentions not a syllable about the first
Zionist Congress at Basle. These manifestations are
painful, but they are natural, and will not trouble us. We
are so old a body, that in our history, extending over
thousands of years, everything has happened.

" JEWISH HISTORY REPEATING ITSELF.

““Nothing new can occur to us. When Moses wished
to free his people from Egyptian slavery, the Jews were
the first to rise against him, and threatened to denounce
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him to the Egvptian authorities. When Ezra and Ne-
hemiah returned to Zion, the rich, the cultured, the Heine
readers and schalet lovers of that day remained in Baby-
lon. Even in the present day it will not be different.
Let it be so. It may be that the Zionists are yet a mi-
nority of the Jews. But because of them Judaism will
be rejuvenated, through them it will obtain new life, and
be rescued at a future time. On the other hand, the
Jewish oppomnents of Zionism, be their number great or
small, are destined to disappear from among the Jews.
Perhaps this is the secret wish of their hearts. It will
certainly be realized. On this account it is unbearable
to hear them speak of a Zionist party in Judaism. We
hurl back with contempt this distinction ; the Zionists are
no party, they are the Jewish body itself. Judaism is
Zionism and Zionism is Judaism. Any party which is
content with slavery, or looks forward to anearly natural
death of Judaism stands coldly aside. Adapting the well-
known words of the Austrian poet, Grillparzer, we Zion-
ists may exclaim: ‘In our camp is Israel, in the other
dead limbs.””’

These closing words of the address of Dr. Nordau were
received with great enthusiasm. Following is an account
of the Colonial Bank project as given by the Jewish
Chronicle :

“ The memorandum states that as a means for the cre-
ation of a public legally assured home for the Jewish peo-
ple in Palestine and Syria, a Bank shall be founded. The
Bank shall not have a philanthropic tendency, but shall
be a purely commercial undertaking, on a most solid and
strictly business basis. The Zionist movement would be
served by the Bank through the concentration and amal-
gamation of Jewish capital and Jewish industrial powers
in a specified country, namely, by activity in the promo-
“tion of colonization in Syria and Palestine. Within these
lines the Bank will be entirely free and unfettered in its
business activity and management. Although it serves
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an ideal object, the Bank shall he managed exclusively
from a commercial point of view. The Bank shall be an
undertaking on the lines of the German Commercial
Corporations, which are active in the expansion of Ger-
man Colonial possessions,inasmuch as in countries across
the seas they obtain concessions, privileges, titles, and
sovereign rights to lay out plantations and constructrail-
ways. That the activity of the Bank within these limits
can be a lucrative one is proved not only by the fact
that German, English and French enterprises operate
successtullv on the same lines—of which one example
need only be given, the railways in Anatolia promoted
by the German Bank—but also by the natural wealth of
the countries in which the Bank is destined to work. As
several misconceptions prevail on this latter point, the
memorandum cities authorities to prove the contrary.
Among the authorities quoted are Major Conder and
Mr. Haskett Smith in the Jewish Chronicle (who wrote
that in his opinion the introduction of the railway system
into Palestine would more than anything else promote
the return of the Jews to the land of their fathers). When
the subscription is closed it is intended to send Jewish
directors to Palestine, financiers and technical experts,
with the object of establishing business houses in Haifa
and Beyrout (Gaza, Jaffa, Saida, Tripoli, Aleppo) to ac-
quire well-irrigated lands, and to erect factories for the
manufacture of all kinds of goods. It is contemplated
that the headquarters of the Bank shall be in London.
In order, however, to insure that the direction of the
Bank shall be rigidly organized, the regulations of the
German Joint Stock Company Law shall be acted upon,
as far as the English law permits. In Europe, the Bank
shall only carry on such business as is especially to be
recommended, in order to insure that interest may be
paid on capital, as long as the enterprises contemplated
by the Bank are not yet commenced.’
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