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TH1s season of the year naturally draws
away our thoughts from the subject last under
consideration, and reminds us of a remark-
able difference between Jews and Christians.
The latter are now about to commemorate the
birth of the Messiah. In two days more the
voice of praise and thanksgiving will ascend
to the Creatorand Preserver of men from every
part of the world. On the frozen shores of
Labrador, and the glowing plains of Hin-
dostan—in the isles of the sea, and on the
continents of the old and new worlds, mil-
lions of Christians will lift up their hands and
voices to thank the God of heaven for his un-
speakable gift, and this shall be the burden
of their song, *“ Unto us a child is born,
unto us a son is given : and the government
shall be upon his shoulder: and his name
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the
mighty God, the everlasting Father, the
Prince of Peace.” (Isaish ix. 6.) But
amongst the followers of the oral law not a
sound of sympathy will be heard. Not a
single heart will beat with joy, not a tongue
offer up the tribute of praise. Here is a great
and striking difference, that should naturally
lead both Jew and Christian to inquire, Who
is in the right: Those who believe that
Messiah is born, and joy in the remembrance
of his nativity ; or, those who refuse to join
in the general rejoicing, and deny that the
Redeemer has.appeared? The question is,
Whether there is reason to believe that the
Messiah was born eighteen hundred years ago ?
and there are several ways in which it can be
satisfactorily answered. An appeal may be
made to the predictions contained in the Old
Testament, or to the evidence for the truth
of the Christian Scriptures—or, it may be
shown that the Jewish rabbies have plainly
confessed that the time for the birth and ap-
pearance of the Messiah is long since past;
and this is the mode which we shall adopt
at present. The Jews now deny that Mes-
sish is come, and consequently believe that
Christians are mistaken as to the time of his
appearing. If they had always said so—if
they had always assigned a time for the coming
of Messiah different from that in which
Christians think the Messiah was born, their
present assertion would have at least the merit
of consistency, and the Jews of the present
day might urge that their present belief has

been inherited from their fathers, and that
Christians have adopted a notion unknown to
the nation at large. But, if it should appear
that the ancient Jews expected the coming of
Messiah at the very time, when, as Christians
say, he did actually come, then the ancient
Jews testify that Christians are in the right,
and that modern Jews are in the wrong, and
this is really the state of the case. In the
first place, the Talmud contains a general
declaration that the time is long since past.
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¢ Rav says, The appointed times are long
since past” (Sanhbedrin, fol. 97, col. 2), where
it is to be noted that the word yp is taken
from Daniel, and literally signifies ‘¢ End,”
as it is said,
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¢ How long shall it be to the end of these

wonders ;” and again,
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¢ But go thou thy way till the end be,
for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the
end of thedays.” (Daniel xii. 6—13.) Rav
was therefore of opinion that the period ap-
pointed by Daniel the prophet was past. But
is it possible to believe that the God of truth
would suffer the time, which he had sp.
pointed, to pass away without accomplishing.
what he had promised? When the time
which God had fixed for the deliverance from
Egypt had arrived, not a single day was lost.
¢ It came to pass at the end yp of the four
hundred and thirty years, even theself-sameday,

LMY DY O3

it came to pass, that all the hosts of the Lord:
went out from the land of Egypt.” (Exod.
xii. 41.) When the period fixed for the re-
turn from Babylon was come, we read, ‘ In
the first year of Cyrus, King of Persia (that
the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jere-
miah might be accomplished), the Lord
stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia,
that he made a proclamation threugh all his
kingdom.” (2 Chron. xxxvi. 22.) And can
we think that the Lord God, who so gra-
ciously fulfilled his word on these occasions,
should break it with reference to the coming
of the Messiah ?  Rav s cither right or wrong.
If he be right, then the time fixed by God
is long since past, and as God cannot break
his word, the Messiah must have come long
since. But if, to get out of a difficulty, the



198

Rabbinists say, that Rav was wrong, then
we have another proof that no reliance is to
be placed on the doctors of the oral law;
indeed we have a proof that the Rabbinists
themselves do not believe it, except when they
like ; and that therefore they are not tho-
roughly in earnest about their religion.

But, secondly, the ancient Jews not only
believed that the time for the coming of the
Messiah was past ; they also fixed the exact
period.
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¢¢ Tradition of the school of Elijah. The
world is to stand six thousand years. Two
thousand, confusion. Two thousand, the law.
Two thousand, the days of Messiah.”” (San-
hedrin, fol. 97, col. 1.) Upon which i
remarks—
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¢ After the two thousand years of the law,
according to the decree, Messiah ought to have
come, and the wicked kingdom should have
been destroyed, and Israel’s state of servitude
should have been ended.” Here, then, it is
expressly stated, that Mcssiah ought to have
come at the end of the fourth thousand years,
that is, according to the Jewish reckoning,
fifteen hundred and ninety-seven years ago;
or, according to the Christian reckoning, about
eighteen hundred and thirty.six years ago—
that is, at the very time when Jesus of Naza-
reth did appear.  We do not quote this tradi-
tion, because we believe that it is really a
tradition of the school of Elijah, but to show
what was the opinion of the more ancient
Jews, and this it certainly does. If the ge-
neral expectation of the Jews at that time had
not been that Messiah was to appear at the end
of the four thousand years, this tradition,
whether genuine or forged, could never have
obtained currency nor belief. If it be a
genuine tradition from Elijuh, then the Mes-
siah is certainly come. But if it be fictitious,
then it shows the general belief of the Jews at
the time, and in every case proves that the
modern Jews do not hold the doctrines of
their forefathers, but have got a new doctrine
of their own. And it further shows, that
Christians do not hold any new or peculiar
opinion about the time of Messiah’s coming,
but that they believe as the ancient Jews be-
lieved, that the end of the fourth thousand
years is the right time of Messiuh’s coming.
The only answer that the Jews have, is,
that the promise of Messiah’s coming was con-
ditional upon their repentance, but that eva-
sion has been long since refuted in the Talmud
as contrary to Scripture,
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“ R. Eliezer said, if Israel do repentance
they will be redeemed, but, if not, they will
not be redeemed. R. Joshua replied, If they
do not repent they will not be redeemed :
but God will raise up to them a king
whose decrces shall be as dreadful as
Haman, and then Israel will repent, and
thus he will bring them back to what is good.
Another tradition. R. Eliezer said, If Israel
do repentance, they shall be redeemed, for it
is said, ¢ Turn, O backsliding children; I
will heal your backsliding.” R.Joshua re-
plied, But was it not said long since, ¢ Ye
have sold yourselves for nought ; and ye shall
be redeemed without money.’ . (Isaiah lii. 3.)
Where the words ©sold for nought’ means,
for idolatry ; and the words ¢ redeemed with-
out money,’ signify, not for money and good
works. R. Eliezer then said to R. Joshua,
But has it not been said long since, ¢ Return
unto me, and I will return unto you.’
(Mal. iii. 7.) R. Joshua replied, But has it
not been said long since, ¢ I am married unto
you, and I will take you one of a city, and
two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion.’
(Jer. iii. 14.) R. Eliezer said, But has it
not been written long since, ¢ In returning and
rest ye shall be saved.’ (Isaiah xxx. 15.)
R. Joshua replied to R. Eliezer, But has it
not been said long since, ¢ Thus saith the
Lord, the Redeemer of Israel, and his Holy
One, to him whom man despiseth, to him
whom the pation abhorreth, to a servant of
rulers, kings shall see and arise, princes also
shall worship.’ (Isaiah xlix. 7.) R. Eliezer
said to him again, But has it not been said
long since, ¢ If thou wilt return, O Israel,
return unto me.” (Jer. iv. 1.) To which R.
Joshua replied, But has it not been written
long since, ¢ I heard the man clothed in linen,
which was upon the waters of the river, when
he held up his right hand and his left hand
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unto heaven, and sware by Him that liveth
for ever, that it shall be for a time and times
and half a time; and when he shall have
accomplished to scatter the power of the holy
{;ople, all these things shall be finished.’
hereupon R. Eliezer was silent.” Here
then, on the showing of the Talmud itself,
the opinion that the coming of the Messiah is
dependent upon Israel’s repentance, is false;
and consequently it is true, that Messiah was
to come unconditionally at the time appointed ;
and therefore, as the time is long since past,
the Messiah must have come. But the ancient
rabbies do not leave us to reason upon their
words; on the contrary, they tell us expressly
that Messiah was born about the time that the
temple was destroyed. In the Jerusalem
Talmud R. Judan tells us a story of a Jew
who actually went and saw him.
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« It happened once to a certain Jew, who
was standing ploughing, that his cow lowed
before him. A certain Arab was passing and
heard its voice; he said, O Jew, O Jew!
unyoke thine ox, and loose thy plough-share,
for the temple has been laid waste. It lowed
a sccond time, and he said, O Jew, O Jew!
yoke thine oxen, and bind on thy plough-
shares, for King Messiah is born. The Jew
said, What is his name? Menachem. He
asked further, What is the name of his father ?
The other replied, Hezekiah. He asked again,
Whence is he? The other said, From the
Royal residence of Bethlehem of Judah.”
(Berachoth, fol. 5, col. 1.) The story, then,
on to tell us how he went and saw the
child, but when he called the second time, the
mother told him that the winds had carried
the child away. We are quite willing to
grant that this story is a fable. We do not
quote it because we give it the slightest degree
of credit, but simply to show that the more
ancient Jews were so fully persuaded that
the right time of Messiah’s advent was past,
that they readily believed also that he was
actually born. The Babylonian Talmud,
also, evidently takes for granted that Messiah
is born, as appears from the following legend :
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¢ R. Joshua, the son of Levi, found Elijah
standing at the door of the cave of R. Simeon
ben Jocghai, and said to him, Shall I arrive at
the world to come? He replied, If this Lord
will. R. Joshua, the son of Levi, said, I see
two, but I hear the voice of three. He also
asked, When will Messiah come? Elijah
replied, Go, aud ask himself. R. Joshua
then said, Where does he sit ? At the gate of
Rome. And how is he to be known ? He is
sitting amongst the poor and sick, and they
open their wounds and bind them up again
all at once : but ke opens only one, and then
he opens another, for he thinks, perhaps I
may be wanted, and then I must not be de.
layed. R. Joshua went to him and said,
Peace be upon thee, my masfer and my Lord,
He replied, Peace be upon thee, son of Levi.
The rabbi then asked him, When will my
Lord come? He replied, To-day (alluding to
the words of the Psalm, To-day, if ye will
hear his voice).” (Sanhedrin, fol. 98, col. 1.)
This is evidently a fiction, and a proof how
little those doctors regarded truth ; but it
shows that he who invented it, and those who
received it, all equally belicved that Messiah
was born, and ready waiting to come forth
for the redemption of Israel. It does, indeed,
confirm the common idea, that Messialh’s
advent depends upon the repentance of Israel,
for it makes the Messiah say that he would
come this very day, if Israel would only hear
his voice. But if the Messiah may any day,
when they repent, come and save Israel, then
it is plain that he must have been born long
since. The testimony of the ancient Jews,
then, goes to establish these points—First,
That the time for Messiah’s advent has been
long past ; Secondly, That the end of the
fourth thousand years was the time when he
ought to have come ; and, Thirdly, That at
that time he did really come ; for about that
time, they say, he was born in Bethlehem of
Judah. Fourth, That he was taken into
Paradise, as Rashi explains the gate of Rome
to mean the gate of Paradise opposite Rome ;
and, Fifthly, That he is waiting to return to
this earth for the redemption of his people.
Now who is there that does not see at once,
that this agrees in the main with the Christian
doctrine? We believe that, at the end of the
fourth thousand years, the Messiah was born,
and at this season of the year we rejoice at the
remembrance of the Saviour's birth. The
Jews refuse to join with us, but who has the
greatest show of right? Not now to speak
of the prophecies, and of the historical evi-
dence which we have, we have the testimony
even of our opponents to show that we are in
the right. ’Iehe most ancient Rabbinical
writings unanimously confess, that the time
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is past, and that the Messiah has been long
since born, and thus testify the correctness of
our faith respecting the time of Messiah’s
advent. Christians, however, on con.
sistently and believe further, that God did not
break his word, but performed his promise,
and therefore we rejoice. The Jews do not
believe, because they are so engrossed with
the temporal deliverance of the nation, that

cannot see that and a greater
redemption was . We do not, by
any means, wish to deny that Israel is to be
restored to the land of promise, and to inherit
all the blessings promised in the prophets.
On the contrary, we fully believe that the
Messish, who visited this earth for a short
season, will return and re-establish the Theo-
cracy which wag once the ‘l;lory of Ierael, and
that, in a much more glorious form than
Israel ever saw under any of their kings.
We heartily wish Israel the enjoyment of
every blessing promised ; but we cannot help
remembering that Messiah has another and
more important officé than that of restoring the
kingdom to Israel, and that is the redemption
of the human race. The highest pitch of
national glory and earthly pm‘gerity would
be as nothing, and less than nothing ; unless
the children of men were delivered from the
effects of Adam’s sin, and made partakers of
a good hope of everlasting life. Even the
gathering of Israel from all the ends of the
earth would appear but a very insignificant
business, if it did not stand in immediate con-
nexion with the eternal welfare of all nations,
Many of the sons of men have appeared as con-
querors and heroes, and have raised their coun-
try to a high degreeof glory, and conferred upon
them much temporal prosperity ; but ifMessish
was to be nothing more, we confess we should
not think him worth the having. We think
of the Messiah as the Being, in whom all the
families of the earth shall be blessed, as the
restorer indeed of Israel, but also God’s sal-
vation unto the end of the earth. This is the
doctrine which Christianity teaches, and which
is confirmed by thelaw and the prophets ; and
therefore we rejoice that this great Deliverer
has been born—that He came at first in
great humility to bruise the serpent’s head, and
to lay down his life a ransom for many. We
remember that this blessed new:], these gl:d
tidings of t joy, were brought to us by
Jews; snd,sdrf:refge, feeling our deep obliga-
tions, we would desire to show our gratitude
by inviting Israel to come and partake in our
joy. We feel assured that our joy is no illu-

sion. Even the rabbies themselves besr
witness that the Messiah ought to have been
born, and was born at the very time in which
we believe the Messish to have been bom.
But if he was born, who was he? What
other n can make any claim to the
Meuing:hi , but He whom we acknowledge?
Is it reasonable to believe, as the rabbies do,
that God actually sent the Great Deliverer
gown into this wmel:;d world, and then took
im awa n, without permitting him to
leeompliayh ::?:iwmk? No; if evetl?e visited
this earth —and that he did visit it, both the
ancient Jews and Christians assert, he could
not have left it again without bestowing upon
its inhabitants a remedy for their woes. The
ancient Rabbies and the Christians both
as to the time of Messiah’s birth, and the
fact of his birth in Bethlehem. Indeed the
whole nation practically showed their ggree-
ment with Christians, as to the time of Mes-
siah’s advent, by readily following every mi-
litary adventurer who laid claim to the
character of Redeemer. Even before the
destruction of the temple, multitudes had
suffered by their credulity; but immediately
after the desolation, the people and the Rab-
bies with one accord followed Bar Chochba,
and thereby showed the reality of their
belief, that that was about the time when
Messiah ought to appear. Judaism, there-
fore, teaches this doctrine—that God pro-
mised the Messiah, that God fixed a time,
that that time is past, and yet that God
did not keep his promise. Christianity,
on the contrary, acknowledges the
mise, recognises the time, believes that
Messiah was born, but believes further
that God fulfilled his word—that Messiah
was not carried away into Paradise, until
He had accomplished the work that was
to be done at his first advent. Then,
indeed, we acknowledge that He ascended
into heaven, and sitteth at God’s right hand,
from whence He will come again for the final
redemption of his people, and the establish-
raent of the reign of righteousness. The
only real difference between us is, as to the
VERACITY of God. We believe that God
did not, and could not, break his word.
Modern Judaism teaches that God broke his
promise. It is for rational beings to decide
which doctrine is most agreeable to the Di-
vine character. For our own parts, we will
rejoice in God’s unchangeab and say,
in the remembrance, that ¢ His truth en
dureth for ever.”
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